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Instructions and information regarding filing justice court suits. Please read carefully hefore completing
a petition.

PLEASE NOTE: EFFECTIVE AUGUST 31, 2013, ALL CIVIL SUITS IN JUSTICE COURTS WILL BE GOVERENDED
BY NEW RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR JUSTICE COURT CASES ADOPTED BY THE SURPREME COURT
OF TEXAS. TO REVIEW THE NEW RULES OR PRINT A COPY PLEASE VISIT THE TOM GREEN COUNTY
WEBSITE AT www.tomgreencountytx.gov . IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU REVIEW THE NEW
RULES PRIOR TO FILING YOUR CASE TO DETERMINE WHICH CATEGORY OF CASE TO FILE.

TO REVIEW ALL OF THE TEXAS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE AND RULES OF EVIDENCE PLEASE VISIT THE
SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS WEBSITE AT:
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/rules/rules.asp

THE JUDGE AND COURT PERSONNEL ARE PROHIBITED FROM GIVING “LEGAL ADVICE” TO ANYONE.
ALTHOUGH AN ATTORNEY IS NOT REQUIRED, YOU MAY WIiSH TO CONSULT AN ATTORNEY FOR ANY
AND ALL LEGAL ADIVCE IN ADDITION, AS A MATTER OF LAW, THE JUDGE IS PROHIBITED FROM
DISCUSSING ANY MATERIAL FACT OF THE LAWSUIT WITH A LITIGANT OR DEFENDANT PRIOR TO TRIAL
OR HEARING.

The new Rules for Justice Court classify 4 categories of civil cases:

Small Claims Case:

A small claims case is a lawsuit brought for the recovery of money damages, civil penalties, personal
property, or other relief allowed by law. The claim can be for no more than $20,000, excluding statutory
interest and court costs but including attorney fees, if any. Small claims cases are governed by Rules 500-
507 of part V of the Rules of Civil Procedure.

Debt Claim Case:

A debt claim case is a lawsuit brought to recover a debt by an assignee of a claim, a debt collector or
collection agency, a financial institution, or a person or entity primarily engaged in the business of
lending money at interest. The claim can be for no more than $20,000, excluding statutory interest and
court costs but including attorney fees, if any. Debt claim cases in justice court are governed by Rules
500-507 and 508 of Part V of the Rules of Civil Procedure. To the extent if any conflict between Rule 508
and the rest of Part V, Rule 508 applies.









Motions for Continuance:

Motions for Continuance must be made in writing at least 3 working days in advance of the trial setting
with a copy forwarded to the opposing party as required by Rule 501.4. It must show good cause. Do not
presume the motion for continuance will be granted merely because it is filed. The court will advise you
of its ruling.

Subpoena(s):

A subpoena may be requested if you need a witness(s) in your case. Section 22.001, Texas Civil Practice &
Remedies Code states a witness is entitled to $10 dollars for each day the witness attends court. This fee
includes the entitiement for travel and the witness is not entitled to any reimbursement for milage
traveled. The party who summons the witness shall pay that witness’s fee for one day. As provided by
this section, at the time the subpoena is served on the witness. The witness must be taxed in the bill of
costs as other costs.















SERVICE INFORMATION SHEET

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS INFORMATION TO EXPIDITE SERVICE OF YOUR PAPERS.

PLAINTIFF NAME:

RESIDENCE:

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT:

RESIDENCE PHONE: WORK PHONE:

Number at which vou can be reached or can leave a message:
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DEFENDANT(s) NAME:

RESIDENCE:

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT:

RESIDENCE PHONE: WORK PHONE:

MAIL ADDRESS IF DIFFERENT:

TYPE OF RESIDENCE:

Description of residence and any special direction:




